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BUREAU OF EXPERTIZING. 
Advice as to the placing at public or 
private sale of art work of all kinds, pic- 
tures, sculptures, furniture, bibelots, etc., 
will be given at the office of the American 
Art News, and also counsel as to the value 
of art works and the obtaining of the best 
"expert" opinion on the same. For these 
services a nominal fee will be charged. Per- 
sons having art works and desirous of dis- 
posing or obtaining an idea of their value 
will find our service on these lines a saving 
of time, and, in many instances of unneces- 
sary expense. It is guaranteed that any 
opinion given will be so given without re- 
gard to personal or commercial motives. 



BUREAU OF APPRAISAL. 
We are so frequently called upon to pass 
upon the value of art works for collectors 
and estates, for the purpose of insurance, 
sale, or more especially to determine 
whether prior appraisals made to fix the 
amount due under the inheritance or death 
taxes are just and correct ones — and so 
often find that such former appraisals have 
been made by persons not qualified by ex- 
perience or knowledge of art quality or 
market values, with resultant deception and 
often overpayments of taxes, etc — that we 
suggest to all collectors and executors the 
advisability of consulting our Bureau of 
Appraisal either in the first place or for 
revision of other appraisals. This Bureau is 
conducted by persons in every way qualified 
by experience and study of art works for 
many years, and especially of market values, 
both here and abroad; our appraisals are 
made without regard to anything but quality 
and values, and our charges are moderate— 
our chief desire being to save our patrons 
and the public from ignorant, needless and 
costly appraisal expenditure. 



ART SALE RECORDS. 
Collectors, dealers and other interested 
are reminded that the first two numbers of 
Sales of the Year for 1915, in pamphlet form, 
are still on sale at the American Art News 
office, 15 East 40 St., at 25 cents each, post- 
age prepaid. No. 1, the Brayton Ives Col- 
lection of Prints, and No. 2, the Blakeslee 
and Duveen Pictures Sales. The first of 
the series for 1916, No. 3, the Reisinger, 
Andrews-Canfield, and the Catholina Lam- 
bert Picture Sales, is now ready. 



THE LATE ART SEASON. 

The deferred arrival of even Spring 
warmth, much less early Summer heat, 
which in normal years is apt to come 
at this time of the year if only for a 
brief period, has thus far prevented the 
usual exodus of the members of the 
modish world to the country, and has 
thus benefited the galleries, studios and 
especially the auction rooms, which 
last have never held important art and 
literary sales so late in the Spring, and 
with such a measure of success. Just 
so long as cool weather prevails, the 
city's attractions will prevail over those 
of the country, and correlatively deal- 
ers, artists and auctioneers will have 
customers. 

Our Calendar of Sales and Exhibi- 
tions is again surprisingly long this 
week, and there is still opportunity, be- 
fore the Summer flitting, for collectors 
and art lovers to secure much that is 
good, and at moderate figures. 

We keep pace this week, and will for 
still another week, with these late sea- 
son activities in the American art 
world, and our readers will find the 
present issue replete with interesting 
news. 



A GOOD MAN GONE. 

In the passing of William H. Powell, 
whose obituary we publish, with sin- 
cere regret, elsewhere in this issue, a 
good man has gone from the New York 
art world. 

For so many years the quiet little 
gallery and artists' material shop, con- 
ducted by William H. Powell on upper 
Sixth Ave., has been the Mecca of New 
York artists, even of those who did not 
have studios nearby, and probably no 
man in the trade had as many acquaint- 
ances and warm friends among artists 
of the city. He numbered also among 
his friends many a collector and art 
lover, who, like the artists, appreciated 
his kindly and loveable nature, his true 
knowledge of art and his taste and dis- 
cernment. 

So the passing of William H. Powell 
is the passing of a friend, and one 
whose place in the Metropolitan art 
world cannot be filled. He died just 
after finishing his march as a patriotic 
citizen and a "Christian Soldier" in the 
Preparedness parade last Saturday, and 
his end was peaceful. To his widow, 
also the artists' friend, we extend our 
sincerest sympathies and our every 
wish for her success in the carrying on 
of the work her husband so well con- 
ducted. 

The old Greek epitaph applies with 
peculiar fitness to William H. Powell. 

"Here wrapt in happy slumber — Cleon lies 
"Asleep — not dead — the good man never 
dies." 



WAS IT A "FAKE?" 

"A portrait of Col. Theodore Roosevelt, 
signed with the name of John S. Sargent, 
but not guaranteed to have been painted by 
that artist, was bought for $110 by C. Wat- 
son, agent, at the sale of foreign and Ameri- 
can paintings that ended Apr. 28 at Hiram 
H. Parke's galleries, Broadway, near 21st 
St."— N. Y. World. 



A New Jersey Tribute. 

Editor, American Art News: 

Dear Sir: 

I enclose my subscription for another 
year. The American Art News is giving 
me thorough satisfaction. I enjoy each 
number, always finding there the latest news 
of art in general. Prosper Guerry. 

Elizabeth, N. J., May 17, 1916. 



HARRISON S. MORRIS AGAIN. 

Seizing the opportunity afforded by the 
publication of a rejoinder by Mr. John F. 
Lewis, President of the Pa. Academy — in 
a Phila. local journal, to the statement, also 
published, made by a Mr. Huger Elliott, a 
Bostonian, to the effect that "Art was dead 
in Phila." — to get once more into the lime- 
light, Mr. Harrison S. Morris, former Man- 
ager of the Pa. Academy and later American 
Art Director at the Rome International Art 
Exposition of 1912, rushes into print in the 
Phila. Ledger in a column letter and pro- 
ceeds to pay his compliments to President 
Lewis and his management of the .Pa. 
Academy and other art. institutions with 
which the latter is officially connected. 

With that modesty which is one of the 
most pronounced characteristics of Mr. 
Morris— he discourses on "the brilliant rec- 
ord of the Academy in its annual exhibi- 
tions (inferentially when Mr. Morris was 
Manager) and says that "the tradition of 
great annual shows in Phila. does not die 
easily." Then he throws an amusing side- 
light on the method of the Art Critic of the 
New York Herald (Mr. Gustave Kobbe) 
in writing up an out-of-town exhibition as 
follows: 

"I was amazed at the critical notice of the 
exhibition before last in the New York 
Herald. It might have been reprinted from 
one of those eulogies of the great shows 
of the past. Mr. Lewis himself had been 
most apologetic for this weak and unrep- 
resentative exhibition. But the New York 
Herald critic spilled out his abundant ad- 
jectives just as usual. jSb, I wrote to him, 
'Is your judgment failing or did you write 
without seeing the show?' He acknowl- 
edged, with jocund remorse, that he had not 
been to Philadelphia af 'all, but 'wrote from 
memories of other days.' " 

As the Herald has been very kind to Mr. 
Morris this "show up" would seem to be a 
bit ungracious. 

Mr. Morris fails to mention that the 
annual exhibition — that of 1915 — Which he 
so much derides, was the one immediately 
following the war's outbreak, which event 
took from it necessarily a distinguishing 
feature — namely the presence of works by 
American artists resident in France and 
England. Is it, therefore, entirely fair for 
Mr. Morris to make the comparatively less 
strong annual display of 1915, a chief count 
in his attempted indictment of Mr. Lewis 
and the Academy management? 

But Mr. Morris cannot apparently see 
straight where the Academy or its present 
management are concerned. He has never 
recovered from the shock of losing the 
management of the veteran institution, and, 
although the Art News holds no brief for 
Mr. Lewis nor the Academy — it is not its 
opinion that "Art is dead in Phila." even if 
Mr. Eliot, who Mr. Morris informs his read- 
ers is "The husband of Elizabeth Shippen 
Green." (My what ructions there must be 
in the Eliot household over the raising of- 
such a question by Mr. E!) so believes. 

The entire matter is really local and a 
"tempest in a teapot." Mr. Eliot, by his 
seemingly ill-considered and unjust state- 
ment, has produced, however, a situation, 
of which Mr. Morris has # taken advan- 
tage to vent his spleen against the Acad- 
emy management and to jump once more 
into the limelight, from which he speedily 
retired after the Rome Art Exposition. 



CORRESPONDENCE. 

A Significant (?) Omission. 

Editor American Art News: 

Dear Sir: Can you explain the entire ab- 
sence — alone of all the Fifth Ave. Art 
Dealers' Galleries — of any American flags 
or decorations of any kind on the fronts 
or in the windows of the galleries of Hahf- 
staengel & Co. and Arthur Hahlo during 
the great Preparedness Parade on the Ave- 
nue last Saturday? 

This notable omission is looked upon by 
the art trade as rather significant -of the 
attitude of the proprietors of these gal- 
leries towards the American character of 
Saturday's event. , 

American Art Dealer. 

New York, May 16, 1916. 
(We are unable to gratify our* cor- 
respondent's curiosity. Possibly the 
recent republication in the American 
Art News of Frau Hanfstaengel's 
(mother of the dealer) comments, in the 
German Vossiche Zeitung, on the atti- 
tude of New Yorkers towards Germany 
in the war, may explain why Hanf- 
staengel & Co. did not decorate their 
establishment or hang out the American 
flag during the parade. 

We understand that Mr. Arthur 
Hahlo, despite his name, is an American 
born and like Mr. Hanfstaengel is a 
graduate of Harvard. His failure to 
display the National colors, therefore, is 
beyond our understanding. — Ed.) 



O BITUARY . 

William H. Powell. 

The well-known dealer in art and artists' 
materials, William H. Powell, died sudden- 
ly, May 13, shortly after he had finished his 
march with the great preparedness parade. 
He died in his wife's arms, in his store, 683 
Sixth Ave., to which he had been carried 
from the ranks. Mr. Powell was the son 
of the capable and popular historical painter 
and member of the National Academy, 
William Henry Powell, and was fifty-one 
years of age. His ambition was to become 
an artist, but his father died, when he was 
still young, and he became clerk and 
librarian at the Cooper Union, and after- 
wards secretary to the late former Mayor, 
Abram S. Hewitt. There was great sorrow 
at the news of his death, for his kindly 
nature and unfailing assistance to young 




WILLIAM H. POWELL 
Irving R. Wiles 



artists, to whom he often offered the hos- 
pitalities, of his ' galleries for exhibition 
purposes, made him hundreds of friends. 

Over thirty years ago Mr. Powell started 
in the art business, using but half of' the 
present store, selling newspapers and sta- 
tionary and maintaining a library. The 
business grew rapidly, and now two floors 
are occupied. It will be continued by the 
widow, who was Miss Adelaide Henry, a 
sister of Mrs. H. C. Redding, well known in 
art circles. He is further survived by Mrs* 
Frances Lloyd, a sister, a painter, as well' 
as her son now with the British army. Mr. 
Powell had a very wide acquaintance, among 
artists of this and the past generations, and 
from his father he heard much of Albert 
Gallatin, Alexander Dumas and Washing- 
ton Irving, who had sat to him, and of 
Lamartine and Eugene Sue, who were his- 
friends. 



Thomas Wallis. 
The death is announced from Lbndon, of 
Thomas Wallis, once a leading figure in 
art circles and senior partner in the com- 
pany which carried on the well-known 
French Gallery. The business still con- 
tinues at Pall Mall, but Mr. Wallis retired 
in 1910, when in his. 73 year. In his early 
days he was an engineer and worked in 
Australia. He returned to England in 1862" 
and went into his father's art business. It 
was he who started^ the late Sir W. Q. 
Orchardson, on the road of success, award- 
ing a prize of £100 to his picture "The 
Challenge," which brought ten times 
that sum, at the Quilter sale, a few years- 
ago. By order of Queen Victoria, Meis- 
sonier's famous work, "La Rixe," was first 
shown in England at the French Gallery 
It originally appeared at the Paris Uni- 
versal Exposition in 1855, and was so much 
admired by the Queen and the Prince 
Consort, that the Emperor Napoleon III 
purchased it for 25,000 francs and presented 
it to the former. When Mr. Wallis pur- 
chased Fortuny's "The Spanish Wedding," 
the Queen had Mr. Wallis bring it to- 
Windsor for her inspection. From Prince 
Napoleon, he bought Meissonier's "Napo- 
leon in the Campaign of Paris," and Rus- 
kin paid him 1,000 gns. for it. Thirteen 
years later Ruskin sold it to his great as- 
tonishment and joy at Christie's for 5,800* 
gns. Though the auctioneers usually paid 
in a month, .Mr. Wallis gratified the writer, 
by handing him a check for the amount. 



W. Irving Jenkins. 

W. Irving Jenkins, who owned one of 
the most valuable collections of steel-en- 
gravings in the U. S. and was a retired 
banker, died May 12 in Clinton, Mass., at 
the age of sixty-seven. 



